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Parashas Parah . Torah readings, Parashas Parah — the
: portion that teds of the laws of the red
heifer — is read on the Shabbos immediately before the Shabbos on 7O XYY 97Wn D2 BPNR IR mvab onsya )
5which Parashas ha-Chodesh is r(?ad. Thus, if Rosh Chodesh Nisan falls TN KWW ATAPRY W - nm3rS Pinn bR
_on Shabbos [in which case ha-Chodesh is read then], Parashas Parah Y nb Y y
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THE TORAH REQUIRES THE USE OF THE ASHES OF Y53 pMMBBR DPWI 73PN IPRY
The parah ¢ the parah adumah only for one who became V)D »12 '8 N3W3a X1 97 N3 Y ;.'[’7'73.'!
adumah ritually impure through contact with a corpse. Naway ,ofn ‘R IV 701 DOMDW PrIDD TIMRY
One who became ritually impure through other e YT .Nawn DWIp YYD MY ONRY N RI
sources becomes purified through the methods speciﬁgd in the BY3 R VIIRE M SW nMaws 59 nvhyw
-

Torah. )
This mitzvah was given to Israel on Rosh Chodesh Nisan in

the second year after they had left Egypt — on the day when the
Tabernacle was first erected and put into use. At that time, all Israel
— including those who had not come into contact with a corpse —

had to be ritually purified with the mixture of the ashes of the parah -

adumah and spring water, for they had all been defiled through the
incident of the golden calf. Idolatry imparts the same type of ritual

impurity as does contact with the dead.
When God became reconciled with Israel and commanded

them to build the Tabernacle so that He might dwell in their midst,
He gave them trfls mitzvah as a means of purifying thgmselves.
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Perhaps we can differentiate between Mitzrayim and Eretz Mitz-
rayim. Eretz Mitzrayim is the geographic place. Mitzrayim is a state
of being. The word mitzrayim connotes “narrowness.” when one is
constricted, confined, and limited, enslaved by his passions. desires,

and misconceptions and cannot actualize what his neshamah really

wants him to do, that which is truly best for him both in this world
" and the next. From the time of Yitzchak Avinu's birth, we were

FREEING YOURSELF FROM “MITZRAYIM”
Wc are exhorted that in every generation each individual is re-

-V quired to view himself as if he personally left Mitzrayim —

*not necessarily Eretz Mitzrayim, but Mitzrayim. One need not identify

iy . . . 1
wwith having been in the locality of Egypt and building store cities for
Pharaoh, but rather with being steeped in onc’s bwn Mitzrayim, one’s

—

own personal confinement and constriction, by one’s own yerzer hara.

The source verse makes no mention of Eretz Mitzrayim, the land of
Egypt, but rather it says, “Because of this Hashem did for me when I
left Mitzrayim.” _
\JThe sifrei Kabbalah relate that from thirty days before Pesach,
every jpight Hashem progressively provides each Jewish soul with

the potential to redeem itself from the bonds of its personal slavery

* to_the yerzer hara. 'This redemption culminates on the night of the
Seder. Hence, as one fulfills the Seder and its various mitzvos, he
must contemplate his personal, spiritual enslavement and his eman-
cipation. 'This is a very personal and individualized meditation, as
reflected by the phrase “One must consider himself as if he went out
of Egypt” — not as if he was one of those who went out of Egypt, but
rather as if he was the only one who went out, referring to his own
very personal Mitzrayim.
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Prior te the redemption from Mitzrayim, Moshe Rabbeinu com-
manded Bnei Yisrael, “Draw [forth] and take for yourselves one
sheep for your families” (Shemos 12:21). Would it ot suffice to
simply say, “Take for yourselves a sheep” The beginning of the
passuk, ‘Draw [forth],” seems to be superfluous. Chazal explain
that there was a deeper intention behind Moshe’s commandment. -
He was telling Bnei Yisrael that before performing the mitzvah
of Korban rI:esach, they must first sever their connection to_gvo-

dah zarah. Mosile was implying, “Withdraw yourselves from idol

( ”

worship, and only then take a sheep for the Korban Pesach.

Each one of us has a personal “avodah zarah.” It might be a

&egative middah, or a bad habit that we have yet to overcome.

Avodah zarah also manifests itself in the numerous forms of addic-

tion that abound nowadays. We must shake off this yoke of evil in

order to make ourselves worthy of redemption. .. "

What should one do if he has no idea ':hi‘c‘h':.&bbdah zqrah.

he “worships”? The answer can be gleaned from the mitzvah of
bedikas chametz. The Gemara tells us that the search must be

performed with a candle, since the passuk says, “A man’s soul is -

the candle of Flashem, which searches the chambers of his inner

( YV IR 1Dvan> 1m0’ 0ooona YN
NP P ATY TN ORI Ny N
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"The searching,
scrubbing, and
cleaning we do should

10\ Yy

The days leading up to Pesach
give us an opportunity for some
serious soul-searching. A generous
amount of time is spent cleaning for
Pesach. The searching, scrubbing,
and cleaning we do should inspire us
to mentally search, scrub, and clean
the ¢hambers of our heart, Performing this spiritual exercise not
only makes us worthy of redemption from the yetzer hara, it is also
the preparation meeded to merit the final redemption!

(Daas Shiomo, unpublished manuscript; see also Alei Shur, Vol.

I, p. 389)
TR € () G 9w 30
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inspire us to mentally

search, scrub, and

clean the chambers of
our heart.”

self” (Mishlei 20:27). The Gemara deduces from this passuk that
another search must also be performed with a candle: the search
for chametz. Yet the connection between the search for chametz
and the above passuk is more profound. Just as we search for cha-
metz in our homes, we must also search the chambers of our hearts

\Qg‘ar any spiritual chametz. We must _

reflect on our middos and attitudes
in order to enable us to pinpoint the
“idol worship” inside of us.
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[ _Let us say we have agreed ,,ghgl__evaﬂlugti_qn, and
assessHjent are essential at all times. Why, then, do_
we not put this knowledge to practical use?
How is it that we still allow ourselves to be swept
along? The Ramhal explains However, this is truly
one of the stratagems of the evil inclination ‘and his

. _cunning: he constantly burdens men’s hearts with :
e <hls labor, until they have no time to consider and

reflect about which path they are following, for he_
knows that if they would only give a little thought
to what they were doing, they would certainly
begm to regret their actions. And ;ﬁ‘é}ég;gt would
continue to grow within thein, untii they would

abandon sin altogether.

In other words, the evil inclination keeps us too
busy to think. He creates a plethora of problems and

'

g‘o "“This is Pharaoh’s tactic in modern form: confuse 'ff'
the people, keep them busy, inundate
“problems” and *

m_with -
‘issues” and thousands of bits of

newspapers alone are enough to keep us occupled .
full time. Every stripe and shade of opinion has its
own publication, and - so it seems - one must be-
fluent in them all. The result? Our heads are burng

w1th thousands of details which we do not need

For just one moment, let us stop and think. On
the other side of the world, a man was assassinated. E
Was Mandela’s wife involved or could it be that she is
innocent? At some far-off watering hole, one water
buffalo shoved another into a pond. Was this planned
aggression or just an unfortunate accident? For our
purposes, how mych difference really is there
between these two critical events?
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